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Receives Lifetime Award

Leo Passage, Founder of Pivot Point International, Inc., was honored recently at the National Cosmetologists’ Association (NCA) 3rd Annual Legends Ball for his many years of outstanding contributions to the profession. NCA annually recognizes the true legends, who have shaped the professional salon industry, and is the largest, oldest and most prestigious professional salon association in the world. 

Passage was a keynote speaker at the recent internationally attended HairWorld 2008 event at McCormick Place in Chicago. Interviewed on stage by his daughter, Corrine Passage, Sr. VP Production/Publishing and Systems Development at Pivot Point International, he spoke of his passion, love for the industry and his belief in lifelong learning.

That weekend he also received the Organisation Mondial Coiffure (OMC) Award of Excellence Lifetime Achievement Award in recognition of the educational contributions that he and Pivot Point have fostered worldwide since 1962.

A distinctive highlight of the weekend included the premiering of a newly created award, the L.E.O. Award, named for Founder Leo Passage. The L.E.O. Award stands for Leadership in the salon industry; Excellence in designer education; and Outstanding Pivot Point graduate. The first L.E.O. Awards were presented to six Pivot Point graduates who have made exceptional marks in the profession, including Andre Walker, hairdresser to Oprah Winfrey for 24 years. 

As a HairWorld participant, Pivot Point International was recognized for Best of Show for its innovative Snap Cap product, produced and made available to the profession in 2007.

Recently Passage and son Robert, industry consultant and global ambassador, received the Innovator of the Year Award from Intercoiffure in Las Vegas.
Passage founded Pivot Point 45 years ago on the north side of Chicago with five students and one classroom. Today Pivot Point education is used and taught in more than 70 countries with printed and DVD educational materials in 13 languages. Four years ago Pivot Point relocated to the Rotary International Headquarters Building in Evanston. 

###

Marking its 45th anniversary, Pivot Point International furnishes its award-winning educational programs to cosmetology schools and advanced centers in more than 70 countries in 13 languages and has provided educational solutions to some of the industry’s top salons and manufacturers. Pivot point graduates 50,000 cosmetologists worldwide each year.
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Leo Passage, Founder and Chairman Emeritus, Pivot Point International, Inc.

